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LET SLIP THE TORT LAWYERS 

 Email  Archives
 Print  Reprint

September 10, 2003 -- A federal judge yesterday opened the way for 
a flood of 9/11-linked litigation against defendants who are every bit 
as much victims of international terrorism as those who died two 

years ago tomorrow. 

U.S. District Court Judge Alvin Hellerstein found that suits against the Port Authority, Boeing 
and two airlines may proceed. 

Such is the law, Hellerstein says. 

If he's right, then the law is - well, wrong. 

A lot happened on that horrible morning, but it adds up to homicide. 

Not negligence. 

Lawyers picking through the facts years later will always be able to construct a counterfactual case against any 
defendant. 

But "what if" scenarios don't address the fact that what happened in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania were 
acts of war. 

Again, not negligence. 

Liability, such as exists, resides with the hijackers themselves, al Qaeda and the enablers of international terrorism. 

Sue Osama, in other words. 

Alas, whatever else Osama may be, these days he's definitely not a defendant with potentially deep pockets. 

Sue him, and there's no big payday somewhere down the road for survivors and the contingency bar. 

The lawyers, of course, can fend for themselves. 

Not that the survivors lack for resources, either. If they choose to. 

Following the attacks, Congress created a victim's compensation fund - administered by Special Master Kenneth 
Feinberg - partly to convince relatives of victims to forego extended lawsuits. 

However, only some 1,700 families, out of 2,275 claimants, have decided to accept a settlement with the fund. They 
have until Dec. 22 to apply for the federal fund. 

Hellerstein's decision will now undoubtedly cause many more to dial 1-800-SUE-THEM. 

http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/5391.htm (1 of 2)9/10/2003 9:51:17 PM

http://ads.nypost.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/5391.htm/21292/Top1/default/empty.gif/34353136653235623366336239396230
http://ads.nypost.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/5391.htm/10373/TopLeft/NPHouseHomeDel_ROS_150x60_042003/HD150x60.gif/34353136653235623366336239396230
http://www.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/php/admin/hd/click_tracker.php?source=h_corner
http://www.nypost.com/php/admin/hd/click_tracker.php?source=h_corner
http://archives.nypost.com/nypost/
http://archives.nypost.com/nypost/
http://www.nypost.com/newsletter/signup.htm
http://www.nypost.com/newsletter/signup.htm
http://www.nypost.com/
http://breakingnews.nypost.com/dynamic/fronts/HOME?SITE=NYNYP&SECTION=HOME
http://www.nypost.com/business/business.htm
http://www.nypost.com/commentary/commentary.htm
http://www.nypost.com/entertainment/entertainment.htm
http://www.nypost.com/gossip/gossip.htm
http://www.nypost.com/living/living.htm
http://www.nypost.com/news/news.htm
http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/postopinion.htm
http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/editorial.htm
http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/opedcolumnists/opedcolumnists.htm
http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/letters/letters.htm
http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/letters/letters_editor.htm
http://www.nypost.com/realestate/index.htm?cerr=y
http://www.nypost.com/sports/sports.shtml
http://www.nypost.com/style/style.htm
http://specialsections.nypost.com/news/nypost/travel/
http://archives.nypost.com/nypost
http://www.nypost.com/seven/seven.htm
http://www.nypost.com/tindex.htm
http://www.nypost.com/delonas/delonas.htm
http://classifieds.nypost.com/supermain.cfm?brd=1069
http://coupons.nypost.com/microsite/sighub.asp?pid=10101
http://www.nypost.com/games/
http://www.nypost.com/homedelivery/
http://www.nypost.com/horoscope/horoscope.htm
http://www.nypost.com/learncenter/learncenter.htm
http://www.nypost.com/lottery/lottery.htm
http://store.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/promotions
http://www.nypost.com/marketplace/marketplace.htm
http://www.nypost.com/spsections/
http://www.nypost.com/traffic/traffic.htm
http://weather.nypost.com/
http://store.nypost.com/shp_order_item.asp?prod_id=666
http://store.nypost.com/shp_order_item.asp?prod_id=666
http://store.nypost.com/shp_order_item.asp?prod_id=666
http://store.nypost.com/shp_order_item.asp?prod_id=666
http://store.nypost.com/shp_order_item.asp?prod_id=666
http://www.nypost.com/realestate/index.htm?cerr=y
http://www.nypost.com/realestate/index.htm?cerr=y
http://www.nypost.com/realestate/index.htm?cerr=y
http://www.nypost.com/realestate/index.htm?cerr=y
http://www.nypost.com/realestate/index.htm?cerr=y
http://specialsections.nypost.com/news/nypost/travel/
http://specialsections.nypost.com/news/nypost/travel/
http://specialsections.nypost.com/news/nypost/travel/
http://ads.nypost.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/5391.htm/20844/Right/NPHouseHomeDelbantil_1007-033103/tile.gif/34353136653235623366336239396230
http://www.nypost.com/efriend/efriend_gv.htm?headline=LET SLIP THE TORT LAWYERS&byline=&url=http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/5391.htm
http://www.nypost.com/efriend/efriend_gv.htm?headline=LET SLIP THE TORT LAWYERS&byline=&url=http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/editorial/5391.htm
http://pqarchiver.nypost.com/nypost/
http://pqarchiver.nypost.com/nypost/
http://www.nypost.com/cgi-bin/printfriendly.pl
http://www.nypost.com/cgi-bin/printfriendly.pl
http://www.nypost.com/reprints/reprints.htm
http://www.nypost.com/reprints/reprints.htm


New York Post Online Edition: postopinion

Sign up for 
Breaking 
News Email 
Alerts

Mardi Gras 
Fairs & 
Festivals

Search Archives 

Contact Us

Job Openings

NewsCorp Sites

Online Media Kit

Print Media Kit

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

All the while claiming that it's not about the money; it's about accountability; it's about closure. 

It never is about money, of course - and it's especially not about money when the sums at issue are really, really 
huge. 

As they will be in this case. 

The liability claims against American and United Airlines, Boeing and the Port Authority will run well into the billions. 

If even partially successful, the lawsuits could drive both airlines into bankruptcy, thus putting even more pressure on 
the beleaguered industry as a whole. 

The simple fact is that the planes operated as they were supposed to. 

The World Trade Center buildings were constructed well and true. 

People died because of the evil of individuals bent on taking down the symbols of American might and industry. 

If the lawsuits are successful, how many businesses will be lost? 

How many jobs? 

Too soon to say. 

A lot, we'd guess. 
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