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EEK! ASBESTOS! 

August 27, 2002 -- 

As if New York's Bravest haven't enough on their minds, the union that 
represents them is working overtime to make matters worse. 

The Uniformed Firefighters Association is complaining that upwards of 
200 firetrucks may be contaminated with lethal residue from the collapse 
of the World Trade Center almost one year ago. 

A study commissioned by the union and an activist "watchdog" group, the 
New York Environmental Law and Justice Project, found that five rigs 
contain asbestos levels above federal safety standards. 

They then extrapolated these findings over the 200 sets of apparatus 
present for varying lengths of time at Ground Zero - and proclaimed a 
potential emergency. 

Ho, hum - here we go again. 

Asbestos - a certain type of asbestos, that is - has been demonstrated to be 
a factor in lung cancer when ingested over a lengthy period of time. 

But it's not plutonium. 

You find asbestos fibers on a firetruck? Squirt the rig with a firehose and 
guess what? The asbestos goes away. 

It's in apparatus seat cushions? 

Vacuum them. 

It's in the air conditioners? 

Change some filters. 

Problem solved. 

We understand what the Environmental Project is up to - mischief. 
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NYELJP
More Comments soon to this completely outrageous editorial.  First they put our article on the front page on Sunday and by Tuesday they are trying to do a coverup!!!

NYELJP
How many people in this country have died from plutonium?  How many have DIED from asbestos?  Do the math?

NYELJP
These trucks are parked in the firehouses.  Where firefighters LIVE!  The firehouse do not have garages meaning that fibers could float into their living spaces.  The author of this article obviously has never been in a fire truck.

NYELJP
I wonder where is the scientific evidence for these points of view.  On this website we have presented our evidence, hundreds of documents and supporting articles dealing with the dangers of asbestos and other toxins from the WTC disaster.These comments like vacuum them and squirting them.  If this writer had a kid in a school with asbestos all over the place I am sure he would be in the front lines demanding it be properly abated.  

NYELJP
Enough firefighters suffered already.  Why put them at further risks?  We are saving the city a huge amount of money from potential lawsuits should these firefighters get sick.  Oh by the way, it is against FEDERAL LAW to improperly dispose of asbestos.  People go to JAIL for doing so.  So I hope you realize that your editorial was advocating illegal activities!
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But for the UFA to trade on 9/11 heroism in this way is a mystery. 

Says Phil McArdle, the union's health and safety officer: "We did a great 
job in respects to locating the dead, why is not such a great job being done 
in respect to the living?" 

Maybe it's about creating a climate for a firefighters' pay raise. Maybe it's 
union faction-fighting. Or both. 

Either way, it's unseemly. 
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